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The story of a successful collaboration 
between an EPQ coordinator and a Librarian.

Helen Cooper (School Librarian)
Margot Griffiths (EPQ Co-ordinator)



King Henry VIII School

A co-educational, independent day 
school in Coventry. We have 740 pupils 
on roll, including 186 Sixth Formers.

Established in 1545, famous Old 
Coventrians from its days as a boys’ 
grammar school include William Dugdale, 
Philip Larkin and R E S Wyatt.

Helen Cooper was one of the first thirty 
girls admitted to the school in 1975.

The school is proud of its history and its 
reputation for academic and sporting 
excellence.



Extended Project Qualification 
2017-18 Academic Year

• change of approach to EPQ

• compulsory for Year 12 instead 
of optional for Year 13.

• created challenges:
obig leap from Year 11 to EPQ
o students a year younger
o consequently less mature
o less familiar with independent 

study

New approach required

• more intensive introduction to 
research skills

• encouragement to use the 
school library, particularly its 
new online resources

• the use of the Librarian herself 
as a resource

• visit to local university library 
and access to it



Library intranet page

EPQ Subject page

[Please note that the hyperlinks to our VLE have been removed.]



Results

Year 13 candidates  (24% of total)

41.6% A* 

33.3% A 

0% B 

25% C

Year 12 candidates (76% of total)

21.1% A*

36.8% A

26.3% B

15.8% C

Overall results

100% Pass

62% A*/A

82% A*/B

Of the total number of A*/A grades achieved

41.9% were in Year 13

58.1% were in Year 12

Of the total number of B/C grades achieved

15.79% were in Year 13

84.21% were in Year 12

We had roughly twice as many candidates as in previous years and they were a mixture of Year 12 and Year 13 for this 
transition year, which is useful because it enables us to compare the Year 12 and 13 results as a means of evaluating the 
success of our approach.
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