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About CLSG
A non-denominational and selective  independent day 
school, for girls aged 7 to 18 based in the centre of the 
City of London

Pupils come from a range of professional and business 
backgrounds within the London area

Pupils are culturally diverse with no predominant ethnic 
background.

The ability profiles for National Standardized tests show 
well above average scores.



Research at CLSG

Staff involved in collaborative enquiry groups or independent research 
projects (CEGS) exploring questions relevant to teaching and learning at 
CLSG

Whole school professional development focused on evidence based 
learning strategies

Findings shared  at a Market Place event in the Library during an INSET 
day

Staff discussed each other’s work and the possibilities of embedding 
findings in to other subject areas



Sharing ideas







BACKGROUND

CONTEXT

Research resulted from teachers’ comments on poor quality of 

girls’ research homework and homework survey indicating 

research taking too long to complete. Why are some of our 

academic students’ research skills poor?

METHODOLOGY

Survey students from Y13 MFL groups,Y9 and Y10 before research 

projects.

Observe HPQ students during their research lessons.

Survey teachers on their perceptions of girls’ research skills.



RESEARCH EVIDENCE

A report by US based Pew Research Center titled “How Teens do Research in 
the Digital World” in 2012 
main findings
- negative impact of the internet on teens research skills.
- only teachers were surveyed

• A paper by US based school librarian Yvonne L. Barrett titled 
“Digital and information literacies and the school library”
main findings
-Reinforced earlier research that students  do not know how to approach 
reading  online, lack focus when using a search  engine and don’t see the 
importance of website evaluation.

•



MY MAIN FINDINGS

Y13 MFL students surveyed were confident of their research skills except for their 
ability to access a wide range of resources and adapt and refine their searches.

HPQ students seemed very proficient researchers but this could be because I was 
watching them and had taught them research skills earlier in the term.

Y9 and 10G were the most interesting researchers. Critical evaluation of websites was 
not a priority and using the first search results in Google was common.

From discussion in the classroom, copying and pasting is common. Lack of strategies 
for avoiding this.



Take away message

▪ City girls’ searching skills could be improved. The know what they 
should be doing but they don’t always put it in to practice.

▪ We make assumptions about their ability to use Google effectively.
▪ Copying and pasting issues need to be addressed

10G were asked the question 
below………surprising?



OMG MOMENTS

•10G were asked “When using a search engine , how do you decide 
which results to look at” 27% girls responded with THE TOP ONE 16% 
of Y9 also said this.

• Some girls in both Y9 and 10G were unsure how to check if a website 
is trustworthy

•13% of 10G thought that all or almost all websites are  accurate and 
trustworthy

•59% thought most websites are accurate and trustworthy



MY MAIN FINDINGS

Y13 MFL students surveyed were 
confident of their research skills except 
for their ability to access a wide range of 
resources and adapt and refine their 
searches.

•HPQ students seemed very proficient 
searchers but this could be because I 
was watching them and had taught 
them research skills earlier in the term.

•Y9 and 10G were the most interesting 
researchers. Critical evaluation of 
websites was not a priority and using 
the first search results in Google was 
common.
•From discussion in the classroom, 
copying and pasting is common. Lack of 
strategies for avoiding this.



RESEARCH EVIDENCE
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