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ST BENEDICT’S SCHOOL

• St Benedict’s is a independent Catholic, Benedictine 

co-educational school

• Founded in 1902, originally called Ealing Priory School, following 

the founding of the Ealing Abbey 1897, the first Benedictine Abbey 

in London since the Reformation 

• School Motto - a minimis incipe ‘from the smallest 

beginnings’ 

• Reminding us that everyone has enormous potential, and that great 

things begin with small steps.
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ST BENEDICT’S SCHOOL –
STRATEGIC PLAN
• Head teacher Andrew Johnson - joined in 

Sept 2016

• His vision for the school - Research driven 

/ independent learners / holistic in approach

• “Support our pupils in becoming highly effective 

and independent learners, and active participants 

in their learning with genuine intellectual curiosity” 

• Seeking to “promote the EPQ to encourage 

research and independent learning”
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https://twitter.com/stbenedictshm/status/905504701864660992
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ST BENEDICT’S 
LIBRARY

• Opened in 1957 as ‘The Memorial Library’

• Furniture handmade by the Robert Thompson 

Craftsmen

• Wallace, Emma., ‘A History of St Benedict’s Library and Robert ‘Mousey’ 

Thompson’, St Benedict’s School,  https://www.stbenedicts.org.uk/a-history-

of-st-benedicts-school-libraries,  Accessed on 26th Nov 2018  

https://www.stbenedicts.org.uk/a-history-of-st-benedicts-school-libraries


ST BENEDICT’S SCHOOL - LIBRARY

• The first librarian listed in the 1927 ‘The Priorian’ as J. O’Connor

• E. Wallace has been Senior Librarian since Sept 2016 

• Resource collection 

• c.15 000 books

• Electronic resources - Britannica / The Day

• Library lessons

• Develop students information literacy skills
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ST BENEDICT’S SCHOOL - THE EPQ

• EPQ Level 3 introduced in Sept 2012 

• Julie Greenhough took on the role of EPQ Centre Coordinator

• Selected AQA curriculum (worth half an A-level – 28 UCAS points)

• Pupils undertake EPQ in Year 12 - cohort of c.24 pupils (100 pupils in year)

• HPQ Level 2 introduced in Sept 2017 

• Pupils undertake in year 9 – cohort of c.40 pupils (110 pupils in year)

• EPQ team expanded to L2 Centre Coordinator and two ‘Lead Supervisor’

• EPQ / HPQ - Students need to evidence, develop and realise a project of 

their own choice 

• Allows students to extend their abilities beyond the school / A-level syllabus and prepare for 

university or their future career
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EPQ LEVEL 3



COLLABORATION

• Natural correlation between the role of Librarian 

and EPQ Centre Coordinator

• Librarian as superhero (Bat Girl),  EPQ supervisor and ‘Lead 

Supervisor’

• EPQ guiding principles 

• “Research is the backbone of this qualification.” (AQA)

• “The EPQ is not about what to learn but how to learn.”  @EPQGuru 

• Collaborate together to acquire and implement digital 

skills

• Opening up a portal to wider thinking

From the Library: Batgirl! Bitchmedia, 

August 15, 2010, 

https://www.bitchmedia.org/post/from-the-

library-batgirl

Accessed on 20th November 2018
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ERESOURCES

• Investment in digital resources - subscription databases 

• JSTOR – The first database we agreed to jointly fund 

• 2600 top scholarly journals

• Newsbank

• Ten national newspapers

• Very Short Introductions 

• VSI book titles, access to all 582 titles

• Philip Allan Review Magazines

• A-level subject magazines, published quarterly

• Introduction of Firefly 

• Accessible onsite and from home
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DIGITAL SKILL LESSONS

• EPQ ‘Taught Element’ 

• A taught lesson timetabled every week (“30 guided learning hours will be 

spent on this taught element” AQA) 

• Team teaching - EPQ Centre Coordinator and the librarian

• Additional ‘Taster Sessions’ and after school lectures

• Teaching Digital skills

• “We give them an ‘academic superhero’ utility belt of research skills, which 

they can deploy across the curriculum” (TES, Greenhough & Wallace)
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https://ec.europa.eu/luxembourg/news/100-organisations-helping-upgrade-digital-skills-european-citizens_fr


‘DIGITALLY SAVVY’

• What do we mean by ‘digitally savvy’? 

• “Savvy” (adj.) “Shrewd and knowledgeable; having common sense and good 

judgement.”

• Often used in relation to peoples online behaviour – public profile and their 

‘digital trail’ (social media / online banking / privacy settings)

• Students favour ‘digital’ as a method of communication & research, but they need 

an…’academic superhero’ utility belt of digital skills!

• Develop digital skills so they can research and learn effectively in the fast 

moving ‘twenty-first century digital landscape’
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https://ec.europa.eu/luxembourg/news/100-organisations-helping-upgrade-digital-skills-european-citizens_fr


DIGITAL SKILL LESSONS 1

• Identifying digital resources

• Search engines - Google v alternative search engines (Bing / Dogpile 

/ Ecosia)

• Algorithms used for arranging results - adverts - tracking

• Subscription databases v open web (Google Scholar / Wikipedia)

• Introducing academic vocabulary – Peer review / full text / monographs / 

periodicals / abstracts / citations

• Social media – interactive, accessible content (Twitter / Facebook / 

Instagram)

• Students actively involved in creating content in real time and peer to 

peer - blogs / chat forums (Quora / Reddit)

• Students role and their need to communicate safely and responsibly in a 

public forum

‘100 organisations helping to upgrade digital skills of 

European citizens’, European Commission,13th April 

2018, https://ec.europa.eu/luxembourg/news/100-

organisations-helping-upgrade-digital-skills-european-

citizens_fr , Accessed 29th Nov 2018
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DIGITAL SKILL LESSONS 2

• Source selection

• Need to critically evaluate sources - assessing validity and 

reliability (fake news!)

• Draw attention to ‘echo chambers’ and ‘confirmation bias’ 

• Select a range of digital sources (not just the first result)

• Effective searching

• Topic brainstorming (Mindmaps - Coggle)

• Keyword searching (not typing in the full question!)

• Boolean search operators (AND / OR / NOT) 

• Continuing to narrow topic through research
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LEARNING AS TRANSFORMATIVE

• The theory – learning becomes transformative 

• Agency given to the pupils

• Teaching them how to use critical thinking 

“The need for a critical-thinking generation is now”  
Critical thinking is important in critical times, The Connection, November 17, 2018, 

https://www.thecrcconnection.com/opinion/2018/11/17/critical-thinking-is-important-in-critical-times/ ,  

Accessed on 24th November 2018 

• A thinking process that is never finished 

or closed
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https://www.thecrcconnection.com/opinion/2018/11/17/critical-thinking-is-important-in-critical-times/


REAL WORLD OUTCOMES

• EPQ Production Logbook 

• Evidence of research and ‘digital skills’ in ‘Project Q’ 

• Trips to academic institutions 

• St Mary’s University, Twickenham  

• Ability to use the university’s learning resource centre effectively 

• The British Library / The London Library

• Accessing and making use of their extensive collections

• Beyond school

• Students able to apply their digital skills to enhance their independent learning at university –

‘directed independence 

• Being ‘digitally savvy’ in the workplace and wider life
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CHALLENGES

• In our professional roles

• Different departments and balancing our time with our other main roles

• Constantly changing field of ‘digital learning’ and the skills required 

• With our students

• Understanding the need for ‘digital skills’ - students need to learn what they 

don’t know

• Changing their learning mind-set – not just ‘Cut and paste’!

• Staff

• Staff time to commit to the role of supervisor

• Conveying the role of supervisors as ‘Socratic mentor’ - shifting staff mind-set

Socrates, Britannica,

https://www.britannica.com/biogr

aphy/Socrates

Accessed on 24th November 

2018
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https://www.britannica.com/biography/Socrates
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FUTURE PLANS 

• The EPQ

• Introduce FPQ Level 1 in 2019

• Expand Level 2 and 3 so more students undertake the qualification in response to 

growing awareness of its value

• Continue to change students perception of the EPQ 

• Continue to support supervisors in their role, open role to not just teaching staff 

• The Library 

• Continue to change perception of library – at the forefront of digital literacy

• Ensure all pupils gain relevant digital skills 

• Continue to invest and expand eResource collection
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THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!

•Dr J Greenhough, Head of and 

Centre Coordinator

@EpqGuru

•Ms E Wallace, Senior librarian

@librarywallace
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‘Better research starts with better questions’, TES, 3 August 2018, https://www.tes.com/news/better-research-starts-

better-questions (a research edition, including advice on engaging with education research: how to find it, assess it and use it)

https://www.stbenedicts.org.uk/
https://www.tes.com/news/better-research-starts-better-questions
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